
Historical Sightings 
1956 

• Brazil, Cabo Frio: O. Guarichi was walking on the beach with his dogs when he saw an 
object come from the sea and land. Two men, tall, wearing metallic-looking uniforms, 
emerged. One of them picked up objects from the beach. There was an exchange of 
gestures with the witness. One of the dogs turned away when the witness approached 
the craft, which was 20 m wide 3 m high and showed flashing lights as it left. 

• Canada:  A UFO captures a Royal Canadian Air Force F-100 fighter over Lake Huron. 

• England, Suffolk: The RAF/USAF in Bentwaters/Lakenheath made radar contact with a 
UFO using three ground-based radars. A confirmation on aerial radar by a Venom night 
fighter and visual sightings from the ground and the air make this case one of the most 
celebrated contacts of modern times. Radar indicated that objects were moving up at 
4,000 miles per hour - higher speeds than any aircraft of the time could have achieved. 

• France, Elboeuf, near Exauroux: two brothers, 18 and 20, saw a red ball to their left 
coming down and hovering at tree height. It then left at fantastic speed. Three 
additional witnesses reported it independently. The object was a disk about 7.5 m in 
diameter, with a red dome, and rotating fins under it. It emitted a yellow-orange glow. 

• USA, California, Banning: An object hovered about 30 m above and 100 m away from 
the witness's car. Showing something like a dome on top, it crossed the road slowly, 
turned, and crossed the road again behind the car, then vanished suddenly. 

• USA, California, Panorama City: Three witnesses independently claimed that they 
observed a huge, ball-shaped object from which emerged three beings. They were 
nearly 2 m tall, had long, blond hair, and wore tight, green suits. 

• USA, California, San Bernardino: 15 year old Michael Savage, son of a surgeon, took a 
picture of a mysterious flying object that he said hovered near his house for 30 seconds. 

• USA, Florida, Jacksonville: Two girls, Joan Frost and Gertie Wynn, while waiting for a 
bus, saw two pulsating lights flying horizontally and disappearing. 15 min later the 
lights were seen again, stopping at the zenith, merging, and diving to 50 m altitude. As 
the bus arrived, it seemed that the objects had separated and were about to abduct the 
witnesses, and they ran to the vehicle in terror. 

• USA, Massachusetts, Pittsfield: At about 2 pm. during October 1956, in Pittsfield, MA, 
the witness and a nephew were outside and saw an object in the sky that looked kind of 
like a cigar. (The witness brother) had been working for Convair and was also in the 
Naval Air Corps, and so (she) called him out and asked him if he had ever seen 
anything like it. He replied that he had not. The object was seen for quite a while. There 
was no detectable sound. It was quite a ways up and just sat there for a while and then, 
all of a sudden, it was gone...(the) one object...moved away rapidly. 



• USA, New York: Capt. Ryan and his first officer William Neff were flying from Albany 
to Syracuse. At a height of 6,000 feet, the two observed a brilliant white light like an 
approaching aircraft with landing lights on. Ryan estimated that the object was moving 
at approximately 1,000 miles per hour, faster than any object of the day. The UFO 
glowed orange in front of them. Ryan and Neff reported the encounter to Griffiss Air 
Force Base. The Base confirmed that they also could see an orange object nearby. This 
sighting lasted over twenty minutes and was also witnessed by the flight attendant, 
Phyllis Reynolds. 

• USA, North Carolina, Henderson: On Route 1, just before dawn, two government 
employees saw for a few seconds a large, top shaped object passing over their car. It 
was as large as the road and made no sound. 

• USA, Texas, McKinney: Two men saw a silvery, balloon-shaped craft about 2 m in 
diameter land in a field 100 m away from them, about 8 km east of McKinney. They 
stopped their car to investigate, but the object took off at fantastic speed. 
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